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Builder News

Thank You All for an Unforgettable 
Birthday Celebration

I have always believed in giving back, and the Manchester chapter of UNICO 
International held the dinner to honor me as 2022 Volunteer of the Year for my 74 
years of community service.

It just happened to be scheduled on my 97th Birthday, and all of you gave up your 
evening to be there. It was truly unforgettable!

I have made so many wonderful friends in the HBRA since Eric Santini Sr. brought 
me to my first Hartford County HBA meeting in 1975. That was 48 years ago!

In 1985, I was honored to be President of Hartford County, and in the 1990’s I led 
the state Home Builders Association twice.

Many of those at my birthday dinner served with me at our political fundraising 
golf event. That golf tournament and reception, which is held each year at the TPC 
River Highlands, has been the most successful Build-PAC fundraiser in the coun-
try, eclipsing states like Texas. I am truly honored that it has become known as the 
Larry Fiano Family Classic Golf Tournament.                         

Among the dinner guests were long term friends, as well as several builders I men-
tored over the years, including Tim Bobroske and Greg Ugalde. I am so proud that 
Greg went on to become the first NAHB Chairman from New England.

So, thank all of you who made my birthday celebration so special, and who have 
been loyal friends for so many years!

Yours truly,
Larry Fiano

I was completely overwhelmed and humbled by the 
amazing turnout of HBRA members to celebrate my 

97th birthday! I am so grateful to all of you for traveling 
to the Army Navy Club in Manchester on the evening of 
October 7th. I was greatly surprised at the show of sup-
port from the four corners of the state.

Shipman Land Use  
Attorney Joe Williams 
Wins Several Key  
Zoning Approvals

Joe Williams is proud to have led teams 
that recently obtained the following ap-
provals:

u From the Rocky Hill Planning and 
Zoning Commission for our client to 
redevelop the former Ames headquar-
ters site for 213 apartments along with 
office and retail space, a major trans-
formation of the gateway to the Main 
Street commercial corridor;

u From the Mansfield Planning and 
Zoning Commission to create a new 
“Mixed-Use Center—Transitional” 
zoning district allowing our client to 
build a walkable mixed-use commu-
nity near the Four Corners in Storrs;

u From the Woodbridge ZBA, wetlands 
agency and Town Plan and Zoning 
Commission allowing our client to 
build 70 active adult carriage homes 
on Litchfield Turnpike.

 
Joe is a member of the newly formed 
Multi-Family Council of the HBRA of 
Central CT.
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In January, officials from the city of Stam-
ford and local developer and HOBI Award 
winner, Wellbuilt Company gathered at 
821 E. Main St., to officially break ground 
on The Lafayette Stamford, an apartment 
building which will feature 130 units and 
retail space.

The project has been several years in the 
making for Wellbuilt Company Managing 
Partners Mitch Kidd and Scott Lumby, 
who believe the building will revitalize 
the area surrounding East Main and North 
State streets on the city's East Side.

Overall, the building, which drops down 
from five stories to four, will be 136,660 
square feet, with 2,950 square feet dedi-
cated to retail/commercial space on the 
ground floor. The price tag for the project 
is around $30 million, Lumby said.

Construction is anticipated to be complete 
by late 2024.

Building features include a mix of studio, 
one-bedroom and two-bedroom apart-
ments; a rooftop garden with green space; 
child's play area; indoor and outdoor park-

Wellbuilt Company Begins Construction of the Lafayette Stamford

A groundbreaking ceremony was held in January for  
The Lafayette Stamford, a 130-unit residential building  

which will feature retail space .

ing; electric vehicle charging stations; a dog 
run; and community space.

Eighteen of the units will be classified as af-
fordable, since the project will raze 17 exist-
ing apartments that are below market rate.

Kidd and Lumby also want to beautify the 
area behind the building underneath the In-
terstate-95 overpass, and turn it into perhaps 
an urban park with benches, lighting, green 
space and plantings. Farm stands could be 
set up there, or artists could showcase their 
work and hold workshops in the space. The 

land is owned by the state and is not part of 
The Lafayette development, and there would 
need to be collaboration between the city and 
the state Department of Transportation. Plans 
are currently only in the conceptual stage, 
but Kidd and Lumby are hopeful there can 
be some collaboration at all levels to turn the 
neglected area into an attractive space for the 
community.

“We want to leave it open as a blank canvas. 
We’re open to community feedback, and we 
want to get involved with detailing what the 
community actually wants to see going in 
that place,” Lumby said.
 
The two also want to tie the space into walk-
ways the city is putting together that connect 
to Mill River Park.

“We’re trying to put an extension on what's 
already in place that would essentially take a 
pedestrian/bicycle path all the way down to 
the Stamford Train Station,” Lumby added.

Wellbuilt partners Mitch Kidd and Scott 
Lumby and their team not only develop 
properties as their projects but add vibrancy, 
transform neighborhoods and create a sense 
of community. Wellbuilt's previous Stamford 
project, Stillwater, on the West Side won 
HOBI Awards for both housing & Commu-
nity Service.

Rendering of a concept for an urban park underneath the I-95 overpass, with 
The Lafayette Stamford in the background. (Courtesy of Wellbuilt Company) 
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This Builder Delivers at a Hot Price Point

“Jeff is delivering housing at one of the hottest price points today . 
Most builders can’t build homes that sell in the mid $300,000’s to  

mid $400,000’s but that’s where a lot of the buyers are .”
                                                                                          Ryan Peterson, Century 21

Jeff Respler, Respler Homes, has been 
building on Long Island, the New York 
boroughs and Connecticut for 35 years. 
He started out as a small, single family 
homebuilder, and evolved into a success-
ful developer of subdivisions in New 
Haven and Hartford County.

Respler Homes builds for first time 
buyers, first time move-ups and empty 
nesters. Jeff designs his homes himself 
and they offer open, airy floorplans and 
wide hallways. Buyers appreciate both 
the design and their ability to customize. 
Respler allows everything from moving 
walls to additions. 

At 55+ community Pond Spring Village in 
Beacon Falls, Respler Homes just sold the 
last of 85 duplex style townhomes. The 
community has a clubhouse and homes 
sold in the high $200,000’s 
to low $300,000’s.

In East Windsor, Respler is in the third 
phase of West River Farms, 69 single 
family detached homes ranging from 
1,300 sf to 1,800 sf with sales prices of 
$360,000-439,000. Approximately 30% of 
the homes have walkout basements, and 
buyers can opt to leave the space unfin-
ished, have it plumbed for future use, or 
finish all or part of it. There are ranch and 
cape models, and one recent buyer is add-
ing a 24’X16’ covered back porch.

In Berlin, Respler is designing Beckley 
Farms, a 55+ community of 113 single 
family detached homes in four phases. 
The site is close to both the Berlin Turn-
pike and the highway. 
Jeff is about to start construction on 
phase 5 at Beckley Farms, which will of-
fer 57 attached condos in buildings of 5-8 
units. All are designed for single level 
living, with 1,300 sf on the first floor, 
and the option to finish the 2nd floor at 
a total of 1,750 sf, or leave the 2nd floor 
unfinished. Sales prices will be $369,000 
- 439,000, and 50% of the units will have 
walkout basements. 

As Jeff Respler says, nothing in these 
homes is builder grade. There are 9ft 
ceilings, granite counters, Lenox AC 

and they are equipped with gas heat and 
public sewer and water.

When it comes to vinyl siding and win-
dows for his homes, Jeff relies on Doug 
Meyerson, owner of Mercury Excelum in 
East Windsor.

“Doug offers really good quality for the 
price, and he’s so easy to work with,” 
said Jeff. 

“If we screw up an order, he will step 
up and fix the problem. We have a great 
relationship.”

Realtor Ryan Peterson of Century 21 is 
marketing West River Farms and Beckley 
Farms.
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NYS Senator Shelley Mayer (District 37) recently presented 
Chris & Sean Murphy, (THE Murphy Brothers) and the entire 
team at Murphy Brothers Contracting, Inc. with the NYS Empire 
Award. Based in Mamaroneck for over 40 years, Murphy Broth-
ers is known for beautiful award-winning “green” and energy-
efficient construction projects.

The New York State Empire Award honors small businesses and 
nonprofit organizations that make outstanding contributions to 
the growth, prosperity and betterment of their community and 
New York State. Thank you, Senator Mayer, the Murphy Broth-
ers Team is honored by the recognition and will continue to 
build a Tradition of Quality as we have since 1979.

David Preka Opens Muddy Waters  
Coffee Shop in New London

HBRACT President, David Preka, held a groundbreaking for his 
newest entrepreneurial venture,  Muddy Waters coffee shop in 
New London.

Muddy's is the epicenter of redevelopment in New London, and 
serves as the favorite morning meeting spot for local business 
people and politicians in the region. n

B U I L D E R   N E W S

Farmington’s Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously 
approved moratoria temporarily halting new single-family and 
multifamily zoning applications, following a public hearing in 
February.

Town Planner Shannon Rutherford said the purpose of the mora-
toria is to give the commission and staff time to “research and 
consider regulation changes to implement the town’s Affordable 
Housing Plan.”

Rutherford said the town’s research will include inclusionary 
zoning regulations and fee-in-lieu programs. Fee-in-lieu pro-
grams allow developers to pay a fee as an alternative to meeting 
certain zoning requirements.

The moratoria do not apply to building permits or already-ap-
proved projects, including six multifamily developments totaling 
1,088 units and six single family developments totaling 72 lots.  
The town estimates that it has roughly 12,200 housing units, of 
which 943, or 7.73%, are deemed affordable.

HBRA of CT opposed the moratoria during Monday’s public 
hearing, saying they were unnecessary, overly broad and lasted 
for an unreasonable duration.

Pete Harrison, director of DeSegregateCT, cited Judge Robert 
Fuller’s treatise, “Connecticut Land Use Law and Practice,” 
which states that a moratorium must be “narrowly tailored to 
achieve a specific, stated objective, based on compelling rea-
sons; and for as short a time period as the proposed regulation 
revision requires.”

DeCrescenzo, the town attorney, cited a decision by the Con-
necticut Supreme Court that gives a zoning commission author-
ity to adopt “a limited temporary zoning regulation that imposes 
a short term moratorium.”

In March, the Planning and Zoning Commission in South 
Windsor approved a one-year housing moratorium that halts all 
applications for single-family and multifamily housing.

A state law passed in 2017 requires municipalities to submit af-
fordable housing plans to the Office of Policy and Management 
every five years. As of the June 1, 2022 deadline, only 46% of 
towns had submitted plans, the Connecticut Mirror reported. The 
town of New Canaan has sued the state Department of Housing 
over its recent denial of an application for relief from the afford-
able housing law.

Farmington approves housing 
moratoria for six months

New York State Empire Award  
Presented to Murphy Brothers
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http://hocon.com


Connecticut Builder Winter/Spring 2023  103

WARRANTY
PREMIUM EXTENDED MATERIAL

15 515 515 5 203-757-5000
www.ElevatorServiceCo.com
CT Lic.# ELV. 400105 R1  ~  RI Lic. # 21
MA Lic.# EC-000093  ~  NY Lic #131-22-00215 

203-757-5000
www.ElevatorServiceCo.com

Ask about our Exclusive
Premium Extended Warranty
Ask about our Exclusive
Premium Extended Warranty

Elevator Service Company continues to raise the bar in home elevating solutions. We offer the 

widest range of products available in todays market, fully customizable options, and our promise 

to truly make it yours. We strive to provide the best products and services our industry has to offer.

ELEVATING LIFE

CT Lic.# ELV. 400105 R1  ~  RI Lic. # 21
MA Lic.# EC-000093  ~  NY Lic #131-22-00215 

http://www.elevatorserviceco.com

